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Skeppsbron Skatt AB, Taxand Sweden

Thanks to our extensive experience of all aspects of transfer
pricing, combined with our ability to see the big picture

from a business as well as a tax perspective, Skeppsbron
Skatt serve clients in most sectors. Such sectors include
manufacturing, finance, retail, IT, food, commodities, energy,
pharmaceuticals and life sciences and offer comprehensive
practicable advice on i.a.
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Tax disputes

Advance Pricing Agreements “"APA” and Mutual Agreement
Procedures “MAP”
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Transfer pricing policies and documentation.

General: Transfer Pricing Framework

The arm’s length principle is incorporated into Swedish
domestic law (Chapter 14, section 19 of the Income Tax Act,
“ITA"). The arm’s length principle is also incorporated into
Sweden’s double tax agreements, which are in turn based on
Article 9 of the OECD’s Model Tax Convention. The Swedish
transfer pricing regulations are normally interpreted based
on the principles laid down in the OECD Guidelines. This is
not explicitly stated in the Swedish legislation but is based
on statements made by the Swedish Supreme Administrative
Court (R)l 1991 ref. 107). It should be noted that the Swedish
Tax Agency “STA” generally believe that new versions of the
OECD Guidelines are applicable retroactively and viewed as
clarifications of the arm’s length principle.

Accepted Transfer Pricing Methodologies

The OECD Guidelines is implemented by decisions from the
Swedish Supreme Administrative Court. Consequently, the
methods described in the OECD Guidelines are all accepted.
The method used must, however, reflect the functional,

risk and asset profile of the parties in the transaction. The
applied method should be deemed appropriate from an arm’s
length perspective.

In summary, the most appropriate pricing method providing
the most reliable measure of an arm’s length result in each
case should be selected on a transaction-by-transaction basis.
It is further accepted to apply other methods as long as it can
be demonstrated that it results in arm’s length pricing.

The most common methods are the transactional net margin
method “"TNMM” for routine entities and the comparable
uncontrolled price method “"CUP” especially for financial
transactions and license fees. The use of the profit split
method “PSM” is still rather uncommon although it is
becoming increasingly adopted by taxpayers.
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Transfer Pricing Documentation Requirements

Sweden has implemented transfer pricing documentation
(master and local file) requirements in line with the OECD
Guidelines. An unlimited taxable company that carries out
transactions with a limited taxable company abroad within
the same group must provide transfer pricing documentation.
Transactions between Swedish entities are exempt from
documentation; however, the transactions should still be
priced at arm’s length. This is particularly important in case
the Swedish entities lack group contribution rights or if the
entities have restrictions on tax losses carried forward.

To be exempted from the transfer pricing documentation
requirements, such companies must, in the year that precedes
the tax year, have fewer than 250 employees and either an
annual turnover of no more than SEK 450 million or a balance
sheet total of no more than SEK 400 million.

According to Swedish law, it is not required to document
immaterial transactions in a local file. The materiality of
the transactions is based on the size and operations of the
local entity. Large transactions or transactions key to the
core operations are considered material. There is, however,
an exemption related to the total value of the transactions.
If the transactions with a foreign controlled entity are less
than SEK 5 million during the financial year, the transaction
is per definition considered immaterial. The transaction
should however still be priced in accordance with the arm’s
length principle. For intangible assets, the exemption is
only applicable if the intangible assets do not pertain to the
company'’s core business.

The documentation shall consist of two parts, a master

file and local file. It may be prepared in Swedish, Danish,
Norwegian or English. The master file must be prepared no
later than the time when the parent company in the group
must submit its income tax return. The local file must be
prepared no later than the time when the Swedish company
must submit its income tax return.

The transfer pricing documentation is to be submitted to the
STA upon request. There is no timeframe specified by the law
for how long the company may have to submit the master-
and local file. Consequently, the timeframe is decided by

the STA on a case-by-case basis depending on how long the
company needs. Normal practice for the STA is, however, to
request the documentation within 30 days.

The transfer pricing documentation must be kept available for
seven years after the end of the calendar year in which the
fiscal year ended.

Sweden has also enacted the country-by-country reporting
“CBCR" rules in line with the OECD Guidelines. The rules
apply to groups with revenues exceeding SEK 7 billion. The
CbCR must be submitted within 12 months of the end of the
relevant fiscal year. CbCR notifications should be submitted to
the STA by all Swedish entities of a group liable to prepare the
CbCR by the end of the relevant fiscal year.
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Local Jurisdiction Benchmarks

Sweden follows the guidance described in the OECD
Guidelines regarding comparability analysis. There is generally
no specific preference for domestic comparables over

foreign comparables, however the comparables should be
independent and have a clear comparability. The STA usually
refers to multiple year data and the interquartile range in
terms of benchmarking. In line with the OECD Guidelines, the
benchmark should be updated every three years, unless no
substantial changes have occurred that prompts an update.

A financial update should be conducted every year as best
practise. However, the STA would not necessarily question a
benchmark for which no financial update has been made.

Advance Pricing Agreement/Bilateral Advance
Pricing Agreement "BAPA"” Overview

APA procedures in Sweden are initiated by the taxpayer by
sending a written application to the competent authority which
is part of the STA. Apart from Swedish companies, foreign
companies with permanent establishments in Sweden are
also allowed to apply for an APA. The taxpayer is generally
given the possibility to meet the STA to discuss the APA
prior to submitting the application, should the taxpayer want
to. An APA application may only cover complex issues and
major transactions. A question is not considered complex if
the application of the arm’s length principle in the current
situation is not unclear.

Bilateral and multilateral APAs are accepted in Sweden and
the arrangements are entered through a mutual agreement
procedure regime in the applicable tax treaty (article 25,
mutual agreement procedure, OECD:s Model Tax Convention
on Income and on Capital). As such, APAs are only available if
there is a tax treaty in force between Sweden and the foreign
tax jurisdiction. Unilateral APAs are not accepted in Sweden.

The fee for an APA is SEK 150,000 per country for the first
application. The fee is somewhat reduced for renewals.

The APA procedure is generally relatively time-consuming as
the competent authority has limited resources and demands
high level of detail before they feel comfortable forming an
opinion on the issue.

Transfer Pricing Audits

During the most recent years, the STA seems to have focused
audits on companies involved in a re-structuring and/or
transfer of intellectual property. Additionally, companies with
branches or permanent establishments have also been subject
to scrutiny. Finally and most importantly, loss-making entities/
groups are always of particular interest to the STA.
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Transfer Pricing Penalties

There are no specific penalties related to not preparing
transfer pricing documentation. In case the STA considers
that the pricing applied is incorrect, penalties of maximum
40% on the additional tax levied may be applied. Having
compliant transfer pricing documentation in place may reduce
potential penalties by half if certain criteria are met. Potential
penalties can also be fully reduced if an open statement has
been made in the tax return or if the transfer pricing issue is
deemed very complex.

Local Hot Topics and Recent Updates

The recent interest rate increases by the central bank in
Sweden and by central banks abroad have led to an increased
focus on intra-group financial transactions. In Sweden, the
central bank interest rate has been zero or even minus from
late 2014 to mid-2022. This has however shifted as the
interest rate has increased from the bottom peak -0.5% last
recorded in 2019 to 4% in 2023.

As access to cash has been widely available and relatively
cheap during the last decade many companies have financed
their subsidiaries with loans. Depending on the interest rates
applied within the group several issues may arise due to

the increased interest rate on the market. Subsidiaries with
a floating interest rate might struggle to pay the interest
rates whilst in situations where a fixed interest rate has been
applied on the intra-group loan, the parent company might
face higher external interest costs compared to the level of
intra-group interest income received.

Additionally, it is important to carefully plan the level of debt
within the group to ensure that the Swedish interest deduction
rules are efficiently applied.

Planning and pricing intra-group loans has thus become
increasingly important at the same time as new guidance from
the OECD (published in 2020) on financial transactions needs
to be considered. Similar to many other jurisdictions, it is
expected that controversy related to financial transactions will
heavy increase in Sweden in the upcoming years.
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Documentation threshold

Master file

Local file

Submission deadline

Master file

Local file

Penalty Provisions

Documentation - late filing provision
Tax return disclosure - late/incomplete/no filing

CbCR - late/incomplete/no filing
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250 employees or either a turnover of at least SEK 450 million
or a balance sheet of at least SEK 400 million.

250 employees or either a turnover of at least SEK 450 million
or a balance sheet of at least SEK 400 million.

Revenue SEK 7 billion.

No later than the time when the parent company in the group
must submit its income tax return.

No later than the time when the Swedish company must
submit its income tax return.

Within twelve months after the end of the financial year.
It is the financial year of the group’s parent company that
determines the time period.

No penalty.

Late filing fee is SEK 6,250 (could be charged up
to three times).

No penalty.
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